SIDNEY TOWNSHIP SEWER ADVISORY COMMITTEE
MEETING
October 21, 2021
A meeting of the Sidney Township Sewer Advisory Committee was held at the Montcalm
County Administration Building, 211 W. Main Street, Stanton, Michigan on the 21st day of
October 2021 at 9:00 a.m.
PRESENT:

Taylor Male, MCC
Connie Stewart, MCC
Kim Smith, Nevins Lake
Todd Sattler, Drain Commissioner
Terry Peterman, Sidney Township

ABSENT:

Don Thompson, MAISD
Lonnie Smith, MMDHD
Adam Petersen, County Commissioner
Bruce Jorgensen, Derby Lake
Greg Ewing, Nevins Lake
Chris Putt, Derby Lake

ALSO
PRESENT:

Shawn Wheat, Sewer Operator
Anne Gaylord, Drain Commission

The meeting was called to order by Chairman Sattler at 9:04 a.m.
A motion was made by Terry and seconded by Kim to approve the agenda. Motion carried.
A motion was made by Connie and seconded by Kim to approve the June 3, 2021 meeting
minutes. Motion carried.
2021 – 2022 Budget
Todd provided a financial update to the board. 92% of the budget was spent this year. Todd
advised on big ticket items and progress. Todd proposed to continue with the same budget for
next year.
Operator’s Update
See Operator’s Update.
Completed Improvements to Lagoons
See Operator’s Update
Todd brought up the idea of a stand-by generator and asked the board for their thoughts.
Shawn advised that it will take about nine months for the generator to arrive due to supply
chain issues. Todd advised Shawn to get the generator ordered now and get it taken care of.
Minimum Special Assessment Fund Balance
Todd provided a current fund balance to the board (131k) and stated that next year’s payments
come out to be a total of $133k. He would like to maintain a fund balance that is able to cover
the next year’s payments at all times. Connie asked if there was a possibility of earning

interest on the fund balance to build more revenue. Todd stated that he doesn’t not know
exactly how that would work in this situation and will check with the treasurer.
Debt Service Implementation
The board discussed the possible amounts that could be charge for debt service and the
benefits and pitfalls of the different amounts. Todd stated that he would like to implement a
debt service of $36 a year, $3 a month. This would allow for the loan balance to be
completely paid off a year or two early if no more early payoffs are taken. This amount should
also cover the remaining interest after early payoffs are taken. Bruce had sent Todd an email
prior to the meeting, proposing a debt service of $30 per year. The board discussed how best
to get the information to the residents regarding debt service and to get the opinions of the
residents. The board would like to hold a meeting at the township level with residents from
both lakes. Terry believes the debt service is necessary and believes that residents will be
open to the idea if Todd comes and explains things to them as clearly as he explained it to the
board.
North Lagoon Harvest Options
Todd advised that he would like to plant something to harvest, like hay, and then sell it at a
farmers market to help build revenue. He believes that the profit could easily pay for a tractor
to complete the harvesting and still add something to the balance. Shawn stated that the state
requires that anything that’s harvested must be removed immediately to remove any nutrients.
The board would like to investigate this further and take it to the township.
Public Comments
No public present at the meeting.

A motion was made by Terry and seconded by Connie to adjourn the meeting at 10:16 a.m.
Motion carried.

