CLIFFORD LAKE
LAKE IMPROVEMENT BOARD
MEETING
September 8, 2021
_______________________________________________________

A meeting of the Clifford Lake, Lake Improvement Board was held at the
Montcalm County Drain Commission, 211 W. Main Street, Stanton, Michigan on the 8th
day of July 2021 at 4:00 P.M.
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Koepke at 4:05 p.m.
PRESENT:

Tom Koepke, Chairperson
Abutting Property Owner
Larry Deuel, Member
Douglas Township Representative
Michon Weisen, Member
Douglas Township Representative

ABSENT:

Adam Petersen, Member
Montcalm County Board of Commissioners
Todd Sattler, Secretary
Montcalm County Drain Commissioner

ALSO
PRESENT:

John & Katie Otto, Property Owner
Rick Buteyn, Progressive AE
Anne Gaylord, Drain Commission
Meg McKnight, Drain Commission

A motion was made by Michon and seconded by Meg to approve the agenda.
Motion carried.
A motion was made by Meg and seconded by Michon to approve the minutes
from July 14, 2021 as presented. Motion carried.
PUBLIC COMMENTS.
None
OLD BUSINESS.
None
NEW BUSINESS.

Weed Control Program
Rick gave a quick recap on the treatment season to the board. He advised that we came in
$1,300.00 under budget since more contact chemicals were used than normal, which
brought the total cost down. Plants responded to the treatments as expected. Since the
board decided to go ahead with the sonar treatment for next season, Rick advised that the
sonar does not work on starry stonewort and they cannot treat nuisance native plants in
sonar years because of permitting issues. Rick also advised that the chemical
manufacturers will be raising prices next year, so that will need to be worked into the
budget plan.
Weed Control Budget
Rick provided a proposed 5-year budget plan for Clifford Lake. He believes it would be
best to increase the budget to $30,000 a year to cover any increase in chemical prices.
Financial Planning
The board discussed financial plans for the next five years. John pointed out that the lake
can afford the sonar treatment for next season, but that will cut the lake a little short for
2023 and some bills may have to be held until the next settlement comes in so it may be
beneficial to build in a bit of a surplus. The board also advised the drain office that there
have been some property changes since the last tax roll, so that would need to be
reviewed to ensure that all residents are taxed properly. Tom requested a copy of the tax
roll once it has been reviewed for new houses, splits, and combinations.
A motion was made by Larry and seconded by Michon to allow the drain office to make
any necessary adjustments to the tax roll to account for any changes in property class or
ownership. Motion carried.
There being no further business to come before the Lake Board, a motion was made by
Michon and seconded by Larry to adjourn the meeting at 5:05 p.m. Motion carried.

_______________________________
Todd Sattler, Secretary
Clifford Lake, Lake Board
State of Michigan

}
} ss:
County of Montcalm }

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of the minutes of a
meeting of the Clifford Lake, Lake Improvement Board, Montcalm County, Michigan
held on September 8, 2021 and that said minutes are on file in the office of the Montcalm
County Drain Commissioner and posted on the county website at montcalm.org and are
available to the public.

I further certify that notice of the meeting was posted at least 18 hours before the
meeting at the office of the Montcalm County Drain Commissioner which is the principal
office of the Clifford Lake, Lake Improvement Board.

_______________________________
Todd Sattler
Montcalm County Drain Commissioner

